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	of Health and Human Services
	

	
	Division of Medical Services
	

	Arkansas Medicaid Pharmacy Program


	P.O. Box 1437, Slot S-415
	Little Rock, AR 72203-1437
	· 501-683-4120
	· FAX: 501-683-4124


MEMORANDUM

TO:
Certified Nurse-Midwife; Child Health Services (EPSDT); Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC); Hospital; Nurse Practitioner; Pharmacy; Physician; Rural Health Clinic and Arkansas Division of Health
FROM:
Suzette Bridges, PD, Division of Medical Services Pharmacy Program

DATE:

February 15, 2006
SUBJ:
Quantity limit edit and PA criteria edit on Lindane shampoo, Lindane Lotion, Ovide Lotion; Quantity limit edit on Risperdal Consta

Arkansas Medicaid Pharmacy Program currently covers most prescription and over-the-counter permethrin liquid, lotion, shampoo, and cream rinse products for the safe treatment of lice and scabies.

Effective March 22, 2006, based on the FDA Public Health Advisory warnings, Lindane Shampoo and Lindane Lotion will be available only for those who cannot tolerate or have failed first-line treatment with safer medications for the treatment of lice and scabies, respectively.  At point-of-sale (POS), the pharmacy clinical edit system will search the recipient’s prescription history for claims paid by Medicaid to identify the following approval criteria for both the shampoo and the lotion: the recipient must be > 13 years of age, the dispensed quantity cannot exceed 60 ml, the lindane product will reject at POS if there is a lindane prescription in the prescription history during the previous 180 days.  Additionally, for the lindane shampoo, the recipient must have two trials of a safer lice treatment in Medicaid prescription drug history of either permethrin treatment(s) or malathion treatment(s) to treat the current lice infestation; for the lindane lotion the recipient must have one trial of a safer permethrin treatment to treat the current scabies infestation.  
Effective March 22, 2006, the Medicaid Pharmacy Program will require POS clinical edits for Ovide lotion, which is indicated for the treatment of head lice.  At point-of-sale, the pharmacy clinical edit system will search the recipient’s prescription history for claims paid by Medicaid to identify the following approval criteria: the recipient must be > 6 years of age, must have one trial of a permethrin head lice treatment prior to the Ovide lotion for the current infestation, the dispensed quantity cannot exceed 60 ml, and the system will allow the Ovide lotion to be repeated once if needed for the current infestation after 7 days from the DOS of the original fill. 

Risperdal Consta, which is administered as one syringe every two weeks, must be billed per the number of syringes dispensed rather than per ml.  Effective March 22, 2006, due to a high rate of misbilled units for this product, the Medicaid Pharmacy Program will implement quantity limits that will allow a total of three syringes to pay within a 35 day period.  

A complete list of prescription drug claim edits may be found on the Arkansas Medicaid website: www.medicaid.state.ar.us.

This advance notice is to provide you the opportunity to contact, counsel and change patients’ prescriptions. 

If you need this material in an alternative format, such as large print, please contact our Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at (501) 682‑6789 or 1‑877‑708‑8191. Both telephone numbers are voice and TDD.

If you have questions regarding this transmittal, please contact the EDS Provider Assistance Center at 1‑800‑457‑4454 (Toll‑Free) within Arkansas or locally and out-of-state at (501) 376‑2211.

Arkansas Medicaid provider manuals (including update transmittals), official notices and remittance advice (RA) messages are available for downloading from the Arkansas Medicaid website: www.medicaid.state.ar.us.
www.medicaid.state.ar.us
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